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5.2 Derby 350th Anniversary Celebration 

The Commission discussed participating as a vendor during the Derby 350th 

Anniversary Celebration scheduled for May 30 -June 1, 2025. 

After discussion, the Commission agreed to participate on Saturday, May 31, 2025, 

from 12:00 PM to 9:00 PM, with setup beginning at 10:30 AM. 

Planned activities and materials include: 

• Information table and banner

• Pamphlets and marketing materials

• Framed historic photo prints

• Potentiel merchandise (prints, ornements, key chains, etc.)

A motion was made to authorize submission of the vendor application for the Derby 350th 

Anniversary Celebration and allow the sale of merchandise at the event. 

• Motion: Gino DiGiovanni

• Second: Brian Coppola

• Vote: Unanimously approved

6. Festivals and Community Outreach

Additional festivals and events were discussed for potential participation:

• St. Mary's Church Festival-July 10-12, 2025

• Ansonia Harvest Festival (September- date TBD)

• Seymour Pumpkin Festival

• Ansonia Winter Market (December)

Consensus was reached to continue planning participation and to coordinate 

marketing materials accordingly. 

7. Marketing and Public Communications

• Discussion on leveraging social media and public outreach to function as an

information hub for Sterling Opera House updates.

• The possibility of posting recorded interviews and radio segments concerning the

project.

• Ideas for future fund raising events, including guided walking tours, lectures, and

entertainment-based fundraisers.

8. Incorporation and Legal Update

David Condon reported that Sterling Opera House Restoration, Inc., has been 

officially incorporated. 

Key highlights: 

• A 501 (c)(3) application is in progress to establish a fund raising arm.

• All current contributions of professional services are being treated as in-kind

donations.

• Discussion of future fundraising structure, governance, and financial flow

between the nonprofit entity and the City.
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